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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

 
The Park Children's Centre opened in 1987 as a Local Authority Early Years Centre 
and it was designated as a Children's Centre in 2008. It is located on an infant 

school site in Stonehouse, Gloucestershire. It operates from three playrooms, and 
two family rooms in a foundation stage unit. There is also an enclosed, outdoor 
play area with canopy. The centre is open on weekdays from 8.30am to 4.30pm all 
year round, with a monthly session on a Saturdays from 9.00am to 11.00am. 

 
The centre offers a range of different care sessions for rising threes, pre-school 
and crche facilities for parents attending courses. One of the rooms is also shared 

with an out of school club.  
 
The Centre is registered on the Early Years Register and both the compulsory and 

voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. A maximum of 66 children under eight 
years may attend There are currently 66 children aged from two to four years on 
roll. The pre-school provides funded early education for three and four-year-olds, 

and some two-year-olds. The centre supports children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities, and children who are learning English as an additional 
language. A staff team of eleven staff work directly with the children. Of these, 

nine hold relevant qualifications at level three or above. A senior member of staff 
has Early Years Professional Status, and the centre employs a qualified teacher to 
oversee children's learning.  
 

 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is outstanding. 
 

Children flourish and make excellent learning progress, with a continuing focus on 
literacy. Staff recognise each child's individuality and tailor their care to 
successfully meet children's needs. Staff provide an inclusive and highly stimulating 

learning environment, where families are welcomed, and children kept safe and 
secure. Partnership working is also a significant strength within the centre, with a 
range of agencies involved in successfully meeting the needs of children and their 

families. The senior management team is highly evaluative and this enables staff 
to maintain continuous improvement and effective outcomes for children. 
 

 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 

To further improve the high quality early years provision the registered person 
should consider: 
 

 liaising further with the schools that children move to, and providing greater 
continuity in literacy and developing children's phonic awareness.  
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The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 

Safeguarding is prioritised at the centre and staff recognise that the safety and 
protection of children is essential. Staff attend regular training and have clear and 
effective strategies to address concerns effectively. Thorough risk assessments 

help keep the provision safe and secure. Staff work hard to build trusting 
relationships, so parents and children feel secure and confident in the pre-school. 
There is also extended support for children with special educational needs and/or 

disabilities, and vulnerable children and families. 
Staff morale is very high and a passion for improvement and supporting children 
and families is evident throughout. The management team recognises and 
promotes the importance of gaining higher qualifications. Senior staff make full use 

of training and in-house expertise, to develop the skills of the staff team. They 
focus on areas of greatest need, such as developing children's language. The pre-
school uses highly effective methods of self-evaluation to evaluative what they 

provide. The views of all involved are sought and valued. Staff regularly meet to 
review the effectiveness of their practice, and the progress of individual children. 
Staff use a very thorough system to monitor and track children's development. 

This enables staff to identify gaps or delays in children's development much 
sooner, to help children at risk of underachieving. Staff make excellent use of 
resources to meet children's needs. For example, creating cosy spaces to 

encourage children to talk. All children benefit enormously from the exciting forest 
school outdoor area. The pre-school children can also freely access a fully 
resourced and stimulating outdoor play space.  

Partnerships with parents are extremely positive. Parents receive a range of useful 
information and are encouraged to be involved in their children's learning. For 
example, by helping staff complete their children's learning journals. This helps 
parents to understand how their children learn through play, and how they can 

continue this at home. Wider partnerships are excellently supported, with links to 
health visitors, schools and the community all effectively integrated. Staff 
contribute substantially to promoting equality and diversity, and the well-being of 

all children attending, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. The pre-school staff liaise very well with the school, to assist children's 
move to formal education. However, they do routinely share teaching methods, in 

particular developing children's literacy skills, and use of phonics.  
 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
The early years provision is highly effective in helping to raise the achievement of 

all children. Staff work exceptionally well with children, taking responsibility for 
small groups, whose learning needs they know. They obtain detailed knowledge of 
children from their parents, and visit children at home before they start. They also 

use this knowledge, to capture children's interests, and make them eager to join 
in. For example, children are fascinated by abstract art. They look at books and are 



Inspection Report: The Park Children's Centre, 18/04/2012  

 

 

6 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

encouraged by staff to learn about different shapes and colours. This stimulated 
the children's creativity, leading them to produce extremely imaginative pieces of 
their own abstract art. Their keen interest was evident, as they showed their 
parents the laminated images before going home. Children also greatly enjoy 

stories, and listen, enthralled, to familiar tales such as Jack and the Beanstalk. 
Children also , show an eagerness to join in with songs and rhymes, which 
successfully helps them gain a deeper understanding of how words convey 

meaning.  
Staff are highly skilled at planning challenging activities that stem from children's 
interests. For example, they recently undertook an exciting project with the 

children, to map their local community. This involved parents from the outset, and 
children described their own homes, and talked about what was important to 
them. Staff also took children round the town, spotting and photographing 

landmarks. Staff also successfully use outings as opportunities to help the children 
learn about keeping safe. For example, children make drawings and talk about 
'busy roads'.  

Staff make excellent use of practical activities, to help children's future learning. 
For example, two-year-olds learn about nature and growing, by planting daffodils. 
Staff also encourage children to look closely at flowers, and smell them.  
Children effectively learn how to stay healthy. They enjoy tasty, healthy snacks, 

and have access to imaginatively resourced outdoor play areas where they can run 
and explore. All children thoroughly enjoy visiting the forest school area, where 
they can climb trees and hunt for mini-beasts. This also especially benefits 

children's outdoor learning. For example, using sticks to make shapes and form 
letters. Children's personal and social skills are exceptionally well supported. Staff 
treat children with respect, and give them clear guidance about acceptable 

behaviour. Children engage fully in a wide range of enjoyable activities, and 
demonstrate excellent confidence and emotional security. All these factors stem 
from the centre's inspirational leadership and management, and contributes 

significantly to children's progress and excellent learning outcomes. 
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

1 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

1 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
1 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

1 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 1 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

1 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 1 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

1 

The effectiveness of partnerships 1 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

1 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 1 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
1 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 1 
The extent to which children feel safe 1 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 1 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 1 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 1 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


